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Student Transit Pass Program
Tom Mercado

mercadot@evergreen.edu

360-867-6220

Tom Mercado
CAB 3rd Floor
April 16, 2012

Created in the spring of 1999 by a vote of the student body the Student Transit
Program has been very popular with students since its inception13 years ago.
Due to rapidly rising fuel costs the annual cost of the program has risen in the
past three years from $147,415.00 to $214,256.00. A 45% increase. This has
depleted the program's fund balance. In order to maintain the program at its
current level the transit fee will have to be raised at least 30% next year.

A one time allocation from the Clean Energy Fund would allow the Student
Transit Program to continue at its current level of service while implementing a
gradual fee increase over a number of years.
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The Student Transit Pass Program consists of the Student Bus Pass and
Late Night Program. The Student Bus Pass Program operates year round
for currently enrolled students with validated ID. The Late Night service is
available Friday through Sunday evenings during Fall, Winter and Spring
quarters for currently enrolled students.

The Student Bus Pass was created in 1999 by a vote of the student body.
Over 41% of the student body voted on the referendum with 97% of those
that voted in favor of the new fee.

In 2008 students voted to expand the program to include late night service
on weekends throughout the academic year.

The contract with Intercity Transit requires the assessment of student
ridership three times per year generally during the months of October,
March and July.

The Student Transit Program has been a model used by other college
campuses.

✔

✔

✔
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The Transit Pass Program encourages students to use alternative forms of transportation.
This results in less cars on the roads and in the parking lots and reduces the reliance on
fossil fuels. Many of the buses in the Intercity Transit fleet are hybrids and use alternative
fuel sources.

The Transit Program also lessens the need to expand the parking lots. This greatly reduces
water runoff into the local watersheds. Water runoff from paved parking lots can be very
harmful to the local marine live in the Puget Sound region, including native salmon.

Reducing the need for additional parking spaces also means less local solar heating due to
increase black top/pavement.

The Transit Pass Programs are promoted widely by the college and
Intercity Transit. Information is provided at new student orientation
programs, student activities fairs, through the Cooper Point Journal and on
the college's website. As part of the contract with IT there is a separate
budget line item for marketing the program.
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Projected transit pass revenue for the current fiscal year is approximately
$205,000.00, with expenses estimated at $262,000.00. The fund balance in
this account will be able to cover the expenses for this year.

An additional $57,000.00 to $60,000.00 will be needed to pay for the
2012-2013 academic year.

One option would be to increase the fee students are currently paying by
30%. Students currently pay $1.10 per credit, maximum $13.20 per quarter
for the Bus Pass and $3.00 per quarter for the Late Night Program.

Another option, the one I would like to propose to the committee, is a grant
from the Clean Energy Fund of $75,000.00. This will allow the transit
program to continue in full next year while increasing the student fee in
gradual increments.

$75,000.00
0
0
$75,000.00


